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JEREMuIAH V. 4, 5. 


Therefore T ſaid, Surely theſe are poor, 
they are fooliſh : for they know not the Way 


of the Lord, nor the Judgment of their 
God. 


J will get me unto the great Men, and 
will ſpeak unto them; for they have known 


the Way of the Lord, and the Judgment 
of their God. 


HE PrRoeHET in this Chapter foretel- 
ing the Judgments of Heaven upon 
4 Feruſalem, purpoſing to viſit, but not 
Foal a full end with them, by the Hand 
Mofa cruel and inſulting Conqueror; ac- 
quaints them, that all this is not done without a Carſe ; 
and that Cauſe no leſs than a general Corruption of 
A 2 Manners, 


— . 


A SER MUN Pazacuzy TY 


Manners, and manifold grievous Diſorders both in . 
higious and civil Conduct. He ſeems indeed willin- 
to hope, that ſuch a Depravation of Morals, and De- 
fection from Piety, was chargeable principally on the 
rude and illiterate Vulgar, the lower and unimproyed 
Part of Mankind; and accordingly reaſons with him- 
ſelf; Surely theſe are Poor, they are Fooliſh + they hn, 
not the Way of the Lord, nor the Judgment of their 
God. © Their not acting right, may be. owing to 
« their Ignorance, or want of Education; and Thoſe 
eto their Poverty, and low Eftate, which deprive them 
of Capacity, and proper Opportunity, of underſtanding 
and puting in practice the Rules of Law and Duty: 
of conſequence, they will not much regard a Pra. 
« phet's Remonſtrances. I will get me unto the great 
Men, and ſpeak unto them: for they have known the 
Way of the Lord, and the Judgment of their Gul, 
« Better Things may be expected, and a Meſſage 


from Heaven be received with more Attention, 


« among Perſons of higher Degree; their Education, 
« Station, Underſtanding, and ſundry Advantages 
% Improvement, — take from them all Pretences of N 
« norance of the Law, and thereby all Excuſe for 
« breaking it.” And what is the Reſult of this Ap- 
plication? How doth the Enquiry turn out ? The/e 
have altogether broken the Yoke, and burſt the Bonds. 
Their ſeveral Advantages he found they had 40 
and perverted ; inſtead of a due Senſe of their higher 


Obligations to Virtue and Piety, they employed their 
 Hbilities 
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Ab:littes in getting loaſe; and diſengaging themſelves, as 
it were by Compact, from all re/zgrows Reſtraints. 
WuHEeREFoRE he pronounceth the Corruption to 
be unverſal ; and involves all, the Rich and the Poor, 
in their proper Share of the Gui/t, and the Puniſhment. 
ONE would not willingly draw a parall:! between 
the Jews and ourfelves; or form an Argument from 
the Degeneracy of the Age, to the Expectation of im- 
pending Judgments. Vices, many and great, as we 
have, among all Ranks and Conditions ; the Number 
of truly good Perſons, is, I think, by no means in- 
conſiderable ; provoked, perhaps the more, 79 7,ove and 
good Works, by the over flowings of Ungodlineſs in others, 
Nor can we zuſ/tly deſpair, and give up ourſelves as 
abandoned to Ruin; when the Almigbity hath fo lately 
and fo /ignally interpoſed in our Favour, by reading 
down our Enemies, and putting them to conſuſron that 
hate us. And ſeeing God hath done great Things fer 
us already, whereof we rejcice; and there may be gra- 
cious Reaſons in the Breaſt of Providence tor the Con- 
tinuance of national Bleſſings; we may humbly hope, 
it is no ſmall Part of that Rzghteouſneſs, which exalteth 
a Nation, — that on all proper Occaſions we ſee ſuch 
a warm Spirit of publick Charity; ſuch a Readineſs to 
relieve, by the moſt probable Methods, either the 
temporal or ſpiritual Wants of our Brethren : == that 
now, in the Preſence of God, we can openly produce 
Proof of this Spirit, by ſuch a goodly Appearance of many 
Thouſands ; piouſly intended for a happy Deliverance 


from Poverty, Ignorance, and Irreligion : and theſe at- 
tended: 
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tended by Thouſands of their Benefuctors and Well. 
wiſhers ; whoſe Hearts, Heaven hath inclined to pro- 
mote Chriſtian Knowledge, and Chriftian Liberality. 

WavinG therefore any boding Apprehenſions, 
deeply ſenſible of the Almighty's Token upon us for good, 
and requeſting Him to deliver Iſrael out of all his Trou- 
bles, — I proceed to make ſome 'Obſervations, not 
unſuitable to this cheer fully-ſolemn Occaſion ; with re- 
ſpect to Perſons of Tower Rank and Condition, and thoſe 
alſo of ſuperior Circumſtances in Life. 


I. W1Tn reſpect to Perſons of lower Rank and Con- 
dition; I obſerve, that the Prophet ſeems to make 
ſome Allowance to the Poor and Fooliſh, who poſſibly 
might offend ſor want of Knowledge ; which may put 
us upon conſidering, how far Poverty, Meanneſs of 
Capacity, and want of various Advantages and Oppor- 
tunities of Inſtruction, may juſtly be pleaded in Mate- 
ment of Guilt, as to Men's Ignorance, Neglect, or Vio- 
lation of Duty. 

Av ſo much may be concluded from the divine Juſ- 
tice, that Go p expects nothing from his Creatures that 
lies cut of their Power ; only making them anſwerable 
for what He hath enabled them to perform. It is He 
that endows us with all our Faculties and Powers, di- 
viding to cach in what Meaſure he thinks proper ; 
that appointeth our Stations, adjuſteth our Rank and 
Condition in the World ; and accordingly will never 
demand a large Return, from a ſmall Endowment. To 


MMufrate and confirm this Point, our LoRD in the Pa- 
| rable 
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able delivers his ſeveral Talents to Men, according to 
their Abilities; and in the End accounts with them 
only in proportion to the Number of Talents committed 
to their Truſt, and their reſpe&tive Opportunities of 
improving them. Thoſe who had been faithful but in 
a few Talents, enter into the. Foy of their Lord: the 
idle, the uſeleſs Servant alone, being excluded. 

Anp this we muſt allow tb be the Caſe in Fuct; 
the Wiſdom of Providence having thrown a great Part 
of Mankind into that kw Eſtate, as to require ſuch. 
Allewance : and the Ignorance of a large Share of the 
World, is apparently owing to their Poverty, which 
deprives them of Education, and other Opportunities 
of improving the Mind. Whence ſome have con- 
ceived, that all Souls are originally and naturally equal, 
all placed in Bodies by our Maker, with the fame Fu- 
culties and Capacities of apprehending, reaſoning, and 
judging. But that the Difference of Men's Under- 
ſtandings proceeds merely from the Differences of” 
Circumſtancts, Education, and other Incidents in the 
Courſe of Life. 

Bor I will by no Means be anſwerable for the 
Truth of this Notion; having no Reaſon to doubt, but 
that our Creator, who hath formed ſeveral Kinds of 
Animals, in wonderful Variety and Subordination, q 
from the meaneſt Inſect to the higheſt Angel; and, as "1 
far as we can perceive, hath made a Diſcrimination \F 
between Creatures of the ſame Kind, as to the Perfec- 
tion of their Natures; — hath likewiſe formed an In- 
equality 4 Souls among the human Kind, and endued 

them 
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them with different Degrees of Powers and Capacities ; 
thereby in Wiſdom adapting, them reſpectively to thoſe 
ſeveral Functions, Employments, and Stations, which 
for the common Good He ' hath appointed in the 
World. 

AND theſe different Degrees, it muſt be allowed, 
will ſtill undergo a wider Drference from the Inequa- 
lity of Offices, Circumſtances, and Means of Improve- 
ment. Nor can we expect to find the ſame Mega- 
ſure of religious Knowledge. and Attainments among 
the inferior Part of Mankind, — either the abſolutely 
Poor and Deſtitute, — or thoſe who are labouring for 
Food and Raiment, and common Neceſſaries, — or 
thoſe of better Condition, who are tied down to an 
induſtrious Attendance on their Callings ; — as may 
juſtly be expected from Perſons of ſuperior Circum- 
ſtances and Capacities ; who have more Leiſure and 
Opportunities for advancing in religious Knowledge, 
and attending on religious Offices. And fo far, in 
common Equity, thoſe of {wer Rank and Condition 
are excuſable and blameleſs. 

BuT yet, notwithſtanding theſe Allowances, it is 
ever to be remembered and obſerved, that all Sorts of 
Men have a ſufficient Knowledge of their Duty; far, I 
doubt, exceeding their Inchnation to practiſe it. For 
Providence hath afforded ſuch ample Proviſion for com- 
mon Inſlru&10n ; that all, but mere Idiots, are eaſily ac- 
quainted with the neceſſary Parts of Religion; the fun- 
damental Laws of Heaven ; if they ſeek them with any 

tolerable Degree of Attention, A Senſe of Worſhip and 
Obedience 
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Obedience due to our Creator, our perſonal Obliga- 
tions to Sobriety, Temperance, and Chaſtity, &c. with 
the ſeveral Offices of Juſtice and Kindneſs towards our 
Neighbour ; — theſe Things require no extraordinary 
quickneſs of Apprehenſion, no Difficulty, Pains and 
Study. To Anno them, is but to conſult the natural 
Dictates of Conſcience, implanted in every rational 
Soul. And whatever Truths and Doctrines farther are 
neceſſary from the Chriſtian Diſpenſaticn, with re- 
ſpe& to Faith and good Works ; theſe are all adapted 
to the Bulk of Mankind ; wherever there is an hone/? 
Heart, and ſincere Enquiry. Let there be but az 
Ear to hear, and the Terms of Acceptance will be 

ſufficiently clear to a common Underſtanding. 
AGAIN, as all have an Under/landing to larn 
their Duty, the plain Rules of Morality, and Revela- 
tion, ſo neither can they reaſonably complain of /ac+ 
of Time for Performance. For, not to mention that 
a conſiderable Part of Duty lies in Attendance on 
their Callings; what Time doth it take up, to be f/ 
and fair in all our Dealings; to live in Pegce and Cha- 
rity with all Men; to avoid all 77emperate and diſſo- 
lute Courſes? What Time can it take up, never to 
engage ourſelves in contriving, or executing any mz/- 
chievous and unwarrantable Projects? And as to the 
Obſervance of ſome poſtive Commands, of frequenting 
the public Worſhip, or attending on Family Devo- 
tion; there are ſpecial Days and Hours ſet apart, when 
Buſineſs lies aſleep, and gives no Interruption. Oppor- 
tunities, which it were to be wiſhed were not too often 
B fon w- 
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ſquandered away upon quite contrary Purpoſes; and 
that we had not too much Evidence, how moſt Peo- 
ple can find Time enough to purſue any idle, abſurd, 
extravagant, and vicious Courſe. 

To which may be added, that a heb Eftate hath 
ſome Advantages over Greatneſs, with reſpect to a 
Life of Virtue and Religion. Thoſe, who either are 
diſtreſſed with Poverty and Want, or have a Calling 
upon their Hands requiring Labour and Diligence ;— 
ſurely lie under no Temptation to Idleneſs, the uſual 
Parent of moſt Vices; no Temptation to ſenſual Ex- 
ceſſes and Debauches, to Pride and Inſolence, to a 
Diſdain and Contempt of religious Reſtraints, &c. 
which are ſo commonly, and ſo ungratefully, made 
the Effects of Grandeur and Plenty. Nor is it the leaſt 
of their Advantages, that they have not ſo large and 
extenſive a Truſt, ſo many Talents to be accounted for, 
as thoſe who are called their Betters. 


BEFORE I proceed to my ſecond Head, ſome ob- 
vious and uſeful Inferences may be drawn from the 
Obſervations already made. 

As firſt, Whereas a great Part of Mankind, by 
means of their Poverty, and induſtrious Employments, 
are deprived of many Opportunities of Knowledge, and 
ſtudying the Rules of religious Duty; hence appears 
the Neceſſity of a public Miniſtry, of ſtated Seaſons and 
Places for Divine Service and Information. Unleſs 


Go p's People are to periſh for lack of Knowledge, and 


the Poor are not to have the Goſpel preached unto them; 
the 


— 
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the Thing ſpeaks itſelf, beſides Go p's expreſs Appoint- 
ment, that there ſhould be a t Order of Men, 
qualified by Profeſſion, and all ſuitable Endowment of 
Learning and Piety, at ſtated Times and Places, to 
teach, exhort, and rebuke. And it is eaſy to foreſee, 
from the Conduct of thoſe who make no uſe of theſe 
Ordinances, how miſerably the World would ſoon be 
overrun with Ignorance and Viciouſneſs. The fame 
Reaſon holds, as manifeſt Proof of the wife and bene- 
ficial Deſign of theſe public-ſpirited Societies, for pro- 
moting Chriſtian Knowledge, and Chriſtian Liberality. 
AND it is our Happineſs, that we are carrying on 
the very York, which our Lo RD himſelf produced, 
in Teſtimony both of the Truth and the Goodneſs of 
his Religion: The Poor have the Goſbel preached unto 
them. The meck and lowly, and of the meaneſt 
Condition, being bleſſed with his Inſtruction, and re- 
ceiving the Goſpel of the Kingdom. Whereas the 


Scribes and Phariſees had a partial and ill-natured No- 


tion, that the Divine Spirit reſted only on the Wiſe 
and the Rich; and they deemed the Vulgar as the 
Children of” the Earth, and below their Concern ; fit 
only to be loaded with human Ceremonies and Tradi- 
tions, inſtead of the eaſy Yoke of Divine Truth. And 
how juſt was the Effect of ſuch haughty Sentiments ? 
The Rich, the Wiſe, and Honourable, refuſed to liſten 
to his Call; but the common People heard Him gladly. 
SECONDLY, Whereas the Divine Equity expeas 
no other Account, but what is proportioned to Men's 
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Circumſtances, Capacities, and Opportunities of Im- 
provement; and conſequently affords the Poor and 
Lowly (if conſcientious) equal Means of Salvation with 
the Great and Powerful: — This is an Argument for 
Perſons of mean Abilities to be contented with their 
Condition; to accept it with an hearty Re/ignation 10 
the Will of Gov, and Thankfulneſs for his wiſe Diſ— 
poſition. It being j, Matter of Comfort to them, 
that as the beſt Underſtanding, improved by the right- 
eſt Education, and ſoundeſt Learning, is not foo much 
to be employed in ſeeking the Kingdom of God, and 
his Righteouſneſs ; ſo the moſt ordinary Capacity, when 
faithfully difpoſed and exerted, ſhall. be ſufficient : 
That in Regard to the true Manna, thoſe who have 
gathered much, have nothing over ; and they who have 
gathered little, have no lack. So that as to future Ex- 
pectations, the moſt ſabſtantial and laſting Happineſs, 
the Poor hath his full Share; his Caſe being weighed 
by that 7mpartial Hand, which poiſeth the Scales of 
Juſtice in the moſt even Manner; and, in the Diſpoſal 
of Salvation, hath no Reſpect of Perſons. 

IT is indeed a certain Truth, that between the h:g/- 


—— 


eſt and loweſt Stations of Life, there is not th it Diffe- 


rence of preſent Happineſs, which is generally ſuppoſ- 
ed ; nor do Splendor, State, and Wealth, run away 


with Satisfaction. We know not enough of the 
World, or of Providence, to form a Judgment what 
natural Dangers and Evils we might have been ex- 


nor 


poſed to, had a high Situation been our Allotment ; 
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nor do we know enough of our m Hearts, to be 
aſſured we ſhould have kept clear from moral Cor- 
ruption ; that our Advancement would not have been 
our Bane, and made our Tranſgreſſions exceed thoſe 
of the preſent Poſſeſſors ; whom we are ſo ready to 
envy, or to cenſure. And therefore we ought in Pru- 
dence, as well as Duty, humbly to acquieſce in our 
appointed State, however removed from Grandeur 
and Affluence; and always deſire to be placed in ſuch 


a Condition, as ſhall be moſt ſubſervient to our na 


Intereſt. To chooſe our Condition lies ſeldom in our 


Power: but we may always reſt ſatisfied with a ww/er 


Choice, that is made for us. We are not at Liberty 
to pick out the Part we will act upon this Stage of 


Life: nor is it of any great Moment what Part is aſ- 


ſigned us. Whatever it be, it is what Providence 
knows to be the teſt : our whole Concern is to act 
it well; as we hope for any Favour, or fear any Diſ- 
pleaſure, from the ſupreme Diſpoſer of Stations, and 
Recompence. 

AND therefore, Thirdly, whereas the buſy and em- 
ployed Part of Mankind, together with the /rwe/? and 
unimproved, have received by Nature, and Grace, a 


ſufficient Knowledge of the plain Duties of Religion, 


and may find ſufficient Time for Performance ; they 


are obliged to ſurtable Behaviour ; in Expectation of 


the righteous Judgment of GoD, who will never diſ- 
pence with ſach plain Rules, as we either row, or 


may eaſily learn. 


AND. 
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Ax o let no Man perverſly imagine, that becauſe 
ſome Alwante has been made for Ignorance, there- 


fore it were better for us to learn and know as little 


of our Duty as we can; that ſo we may extenuate our 
Guilt, and plead Ignorance againſt the Charge of Un- 
righteouſneſs, For it is involuntary, invincible, un- 
avoidable Tgnorance only, that has any Title to ſuch 
Allowance : but vokentary, vincible, affetted Ignorance, 
has no Shadow of Pretence for ſuch a Claim; carrying 
in itſelf the Eſſence of a preſumptuous Sin. So that 
ſhould any one, in Contradiction to Reaſon and Reve- 
lation, purpoſely avoid the Knowledge of Gop's Laws, 


in Hopes of not anſwering for the Violation of them; 


ſhould he ſhut his Eyes againſt the Light, ſtudiouſſy 
wrap up himſelf in Darkneſs, and dice all Ways and 
Means of Inſtruction; = why this Subterfuge is plain- 
ly inexcuſable, becauſe plainly wwifful: and the Man 
pretends to a Mitigation of his Guilt, on Account of 
that very Cirtuniſtance, which gives it the higheſt 
Aggravation, 

TT being then an evident Truth, that the Bult of 
Mankind have it in Command, and in their Power, 
both to attain ſufficient Nuatledge of the Statutes of 
Heaven, and pay ſuitable Performance; what Man 
living can want a Mill to do it, and be guiltleſs ? 

ACCORDINGLY, Men of Trade and Buſineſs, 
which is a m7ddle State of Life, will find no Difficulty 


in learning the proper Duties of their Condition; and 


above all Things ought to make it conſſſtent with, and 


fubſervient to, their ſuperior Calling as Chriſtians. — 


And 
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And they cannot but obſerve the Pointings of Provi- 
dence, directing them to bring their Affairs under a 
prudent and frugal Management; to live peaceably, 
and deal honeſtly with all Men; to be regular in all 
the Parts of perſona] Conduct, and eſpecially to keep 
up to a Habit of Duty towards Gop, by a general 
Attendance on public Worſhip, and ſettled Method of 
Family Devotion: miſ-ſpending no Part of their 
Time, to the Neglect of Religion; or of their Gain- 
inge, upon diſſolute and deſtructive Courſes. Where- 
by, in the natural Order of Providence, they will be 
delivered from many Temptations; will promote their 
Credit and Reputation, which are ſo much Profit ; will 
be enabled to ſupply their 0w-z Neceſſities, make ſome 
Proviſion for their Families, and throw in their Por- 
tion towards the Relief of the Poor: and, without 
which all is % Labour, they will ſecure the Bleſſings 
of Gop upon their Habitations, and whatever they 
ſet their Hands unto ; with the Addition of the King- 
dem of Heaven. 

THE good Effects of ſuch a righteous Deportment, 
in adding to Faith, Virtue ; and to Virtue, Knowledge, 
and to Knowledge, Temperance; and to Temperance, 
Patience; and to Patience, Godlineſs ; and to Godlineſs, 
Brotherly Kindneſs ; and to Brotherly Kindneſs, Chari- 
ty :— the good Effects, I ſay, are too evident to be 
diſputed ; and we mult in Juſtice acknowledge, that 
it is in a great Meaſure owing to Perſons of this mid- 
dle Rank, that Religion preſerves a tolerable Footing 

among 
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among us, and theſe uſe ful piblic Charities meet with 
ſuch Encouragement, 

PrRsoxs of till wer Condition, the Ne and 
moſt Jaborious (who are Candidates for Heaven, and 
acceptable to Go p, equally with the greateſt) are 
obliged to Quietneſs, Contentedneſs, and Reſignation 
to Gop's good Pleaſure, under their Station; with- 
out murmuring againſt Providence, or envying their 
Superiors; to find out ſome uſeful and honeft Employ- 
ment, and make the bet of their Labour, without be- 
ing burdenſome to their Neighbours, if they can poſſi- 
bly avoid jt. For ſuch as are able to work, to reſolve 
upon being idle; for ſuch to be vagrant Beggars who 
might repair to their Settlements ; for any to throw 
themſelves unneceſſarily upon the Pariſh; — this is lit- 
tle better than common Robbery, upon a double Account; 
as ſucking the Blood of many who labour hardly for a 
Livelihood; and intercepting. that Charity, which 
ſhould be beſtowed on more proper Objects. And I 
cannot but add, how careful the Poor eſpecially ought 
to be in the Management of their ſmall Profits, acquir- 
ed either by their Labour, or the Charity of others; 
and by no Means to waſte that Ille in pernicious Li- 
gquors, or other vicious Ways : whereby they fatally re- 
duce themſelves to a Habit of 7dlenefs, Begging, or 
Thieving ; to the utter Ruin of Body and Soul. 

L ASTLy, The Poor are adrnonithed and obliged, 
to remember their Creator, to worſhi ip a obey Him, 
both in public and private; to profit by every good 
| Inftru t- 
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Inſtruction, or Example; and to teach their Children 
the ſame. For Go p hath placed them in this hum- 
ble Situation for a Trial of their Piety, Patience, and 
Submiſſion to his Will. And when the great Day 
ſhall bring every Soul to Account, none ſhall be ex- 
alted merely for his preſent Poverty and Lowneſs ; but 
only in Proportion to the Goodneſs of his Behaviours 
under them. So that a wicked poor Perſon may re- 
cerve his bad Things, both in this World and that 
which is to come. But here lies the Comfort and Re- 


ward of the religious Poor; that Scripture hath de- 


clared, there are laſt which ſhall be fit. And in the 
mean Time he may reſt aſſured of this Truth, that 
the pooreſt Creature who treads the Ground, if hone? 
and religious, has really more Honour, a better Under- 
ſanding, and truer Riches, — than the moſt learned 
and exalted Sinner; than any proud Scorner, who 
makes Religion, his Soul, and his Go p a Jeſt; or is 


any Abettor of Immorality and Profanencſs, Whence 
I proceed, 


II. SEconDLY, To make ſome Obſervations, re- 
ſpecting thoſe of ſuperior Circumſtances in the World. 

AND here the fame Rule of Equity, which makes 
ſore Allowances for the Poor and Fooliſh, requires of 
courſe a larger Return, and ſtricter Account, from 
Perſons adorned with Knowledge, Fortune, or any 
Abilities above their Neighbours! It is a Rule, that 
muſt appear to every one's Apprehen/ion ; and approve 
itlelf to every one's Judgment. For to whom Men 


have 
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have committed much, of him they will af the . 
Nor can we pervert any of our Faculties and d- 
ragcous Endawments to unrighteous Purpoſes, or eve 
be defecthive in the due Application of them, — with- 
out forfeiting cur Title to Gratitude, Prudence, and 
common Juſtice. 

Fo, in the Diſtribution of worldly Conditions, J 
made Thee to differ from another ? Is it not owing to 
the kind Diſpoſition of a heavenly Father, that Thou 
was caſt, as it were, into the Lap of Plenty; that 
meager Poverty did not ſeiſe Thee at the very Entrance 
into Life, and accompany Thee in all thy Progreſ; , 
condemning Thee to a ſervile, laborious, and hungry 
Eſtate? Is it not owing to his ditrnguifhing Favour, 
that thy Faculties have been cultivated by Education, 
and various Means of Improvement? That He hath 
given Thee Underſtanding to know his Will, with 
Power and Leiſure to put it in Practice? And if you 
make 10 Uſe, or an 1 Uſe, of your eminent Qualifi- 
cations; if your Method of doing Good, and acting 


rightly, be not in ſome Degree commenſurate with your 


Ability; if you maintain not a due practical Senſe of 
Obedience to the ſupreme Donor, nor execute the re- 
ſpective Offices incumbent your Station, whether in 
Regard to Yourſelf, Family, Neighbours, or the Com- 
minty;— where then is your Gratitude ? 

I T deſerves your Conſideration, that (as a fort of 
Balance of Providence in the Diſpenſation of worldly 
Circumſtances) in Proportion to the Number and 
Weight of the bountiful Gifts of Heaven, they leave 


an 
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an Obligation to variety of Duties, and a heavier 
Charge upon the Conſcience : And at the fame Time 
come attended with many and ſtrong Temptations to 
Evil, which they put into our Hands to compaſs. — 
Nor is it an eaſy Thing to keep clear of Infection; and, 
after an enchanted Cup, not to forget ſome Part of 
Duty towards Yourſefves, the World: about you, or 
your Maker. Indeed, the Mind that bath Wiſdom, 
and preſerves a well regulated Conſcience, will be the 
more careful and circumſpect on theſe very Accounts: 
a more conſtant Watch, and fironger Guard will be 
placed, where human Nature is 220% eaſily beſet, and 
in moſt apparent Danger. Not without this Incrfe- 
ment; that the faithful Diſcharge of ſo many Talents, 
and the Difficulty of overcoming ſach power furl Temp- 
tations, entide us to higher Degrees of Reward. But 
ſhould any of you lay hold only on the drſadvanta- 
geous Circumſtances of a ſuperior Condition ; catch 
greedily at the Snares and Temptations, and let the 
Benefits flip through your Fingers; — where is your 
Prudence ? 

CoNnSIDFR too, that you poſſeſs not one ſingle. 
Faculty, Ability, or Preeminence of any kind, but 
what is a Grant in Tu, for general Benefit, and to 
anſwer the Demands of the World upon you. And 
there are a hundred good Offices, which the World 
has a Right to, from your Purſe, Pains, Advice, Ex- 
ample, or Authority. Bliſſed is that Steward, who 
ſhall be found eich fil. But if any of you abuſe 
the Truſt * in you, by waſting your Lord's 
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Goods in Luxury and Exceſs, or detaining them by 
unrighteous Covetouſneſs; if you accept a Station and 
Commiſſion from Above, for divers uſeful Purprſos, 
without performing the Conditions; — where is your 
Juſtice ? 

TuSsE Things ſeriouſly weighed, you will rea- 
dily allow the Inference, peculiarly ſuitable to this 
Occaſſon; — that ſeeing ſuch a large Number of our 
Fellow-Creatures are Poor and Foohſh, becauſe depriv- 
ed of proper Means and Opportunities of Improvement; 
it behoveth Perſons of better Circumſtances to apply 
ſome Remedy to the Evil; and, as far as may be, to 
make up the Deficzency, by aſſiſting in the Education 


of the Ignorant and Indigent. 
pour indeed it is not always unavoidable Po- 


verty, or mere Want of Education, that calls for Re- 
dreſs: Too many of our Poor FP. of chooſing a /azy, 
fottiſh, and otherwiſe vicicus Courſe, — than to ſup- 
port themſelves by honeſt Labour : and not only let- 
ting looſe their Children into the World void of the 
firſt Principles of Religion, but directly inverting Edi 
cation, by regularly training them up to a Profana- 
tion of the Sabbath, to looſe and ſrurrilcous Language, 
to Oaths and Imprecations, to Lying, Pilfering, and 
Robberies. Things akoays a Scandal to any Chriſtian 
Nation, and often the Terror of our Roads, our 
Streets, and Habitations. And what better can be 
expected from Children thus diſcip/ined by Parents, 
who themſelves are ſcarce above Brutes? or what 


worſe be dieaded by every ſerious and pious Heart ? 
To 
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To whatever Degree ſuch Irregularities ariſe, hat- 
ever M:i/chiefs they may portend ; the fuller Ac n- 
ledxments are due to thoſe worthy Societies, or ſingle 
Benefuctors, who lay out their Labour of Love, and 
their Wealth, to ſave ſome, and reſcue them from ut- 
ter Miſery and Ruin. For ſuch apparently muſt be 
the Conſequence; when Children (who from the very 
Eaſineſs and Simplicity of their Nature are moſt liable 
to be ſeduced) are let looſe into the World without 
any Foundation; or (which is much worſe) if the 
Foundation be rotten and corrupt. And a Man muſt 
be wilfully blind, who perceives not what an incredi- 
ble Damage hereby accrues to the Public; not barcly 
as cumbered with z/eleſs People, but impoveriſhed and 
endangered by vicious ones. Tis the Caſe both of the 
focial and the natural Body, to conſiſt of feveral Mem- 
bers; which by a wiſe Diſpoſition of Providence, are 
appointed and adapted to Dzver/ity of Operations, and 
Employments, for the Safety and Benefit of the Mole. 
The lefſer and inferior Members, ordained for the 
meane/t Functions, are as much Parts of the Body as 
the Head itſelf; are equally neceſſary to its Preſerva- 
tion with the mo? Noble: They mutually ſhare in each 
other's Good and Evil; have no ſeparate Intereſt ; but 
ſuffer, or rejoice together. So that a Senſe of the 
common Good, in which every Individual is a Sharer, 
requires our united Care and Concern, our mutual 
Sympathy, in ſecuring the Welfare of each: and it is 
our Intereſt, as much as Duty, to keep up all Parts of 
the Body to the divine Appointment, to preſerve them 
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in a Kan! State, or apply Remedies in Caſe of Miſa- 
dies ; and eſpecially to be careful in affording Supplies 
to the Part that lacketh, that the Body ſuffer nat. 
_ HxRe therefore appear your Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
in employing that Ability which Go p giveth towards 
the Support of the more feeble, the laſi honourable, the 
Part that lacketh; and which cannot ſay, they have 
no need of you that by your Aſſiſtance all may be 
uſeful Members of Society, according to their Fitneſs 
and Capacities. Above which temporal Benefits ariſ- 
eth your careful Proviſion for the 2who/e Extent of their 
Exiſtence ; in communicating the Word of Knowledge, 
to Edification; infuſing ſpiritual Motion, Life, and 
W that all may learn, and all be comforted. 
Arp how can any of us refuſe to be Hips; not 
willingly afford ſome friendly Afliſtance ; where tlie 
Benefit is ſo extenſive, and we have ſuch a fair Pro- 
ſhect, indeed certain Experience, of Succeſs ? 

Food, and Raiment, and DIiſirufion, provided for 
ſuch as wanted all ; the Care taken to train up the 
Children of the Poor to Labour, Service, Huſbandry, 
Manufattures, &c.— a diffuſive Diſtribution of Billie, 
Prayer-Books, and other Religious Treatiſes, pointed 
againſt Profaneneſs, Popery, Enthuſtaſm, Infidelity, and 
whatever more practical Vices are deſtructive both of 
preſent, and future Well-being ;— this, by the drvine 
Bleſſing, cannot fail of curing ſome of the Diſorders 
we juſtly complain of in civil Life; nor of advancing, 
both externally and internally, the Kingdom of Chri/t. 
To which End, "Thoſe who freely offer themſelves to 
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ere and conduct Charity Schools, will give me Leave 
to remind them, peculiarly, of what Conſequence it is 
to procure careful, honeſt, and religious Maſters and 
Miſireſſes: ſuch as (beſides inſtructing the Children in 
what is proper for their $b/ience) will diligently ſu- 
perintend their Mcrals ; teaching them to behave with 
Decency and Order, Humility, Loyalty, Picty ; and 
habituate them to all thoſe virtuous and Chriſtian 
Principles and Rules, which may juſtly be expected 
from ſuch as have theſe Advantages of Improvement. 
That fo they may effectually anſwer the End of theſe 
charitable Inſtitutions; and never give any Handle 
for Reflections upon what is fo piouſiy deſigned. But 
where the Teachers are negligent, the Scholars will 
learn little or nothing; and where they find wrong 
Example, or Inſtruction, they will quickly learn 799 
much. And Oh ! that there were ſuch a Heart in us all, 
all efpecially of ſuperior Rank, to make our own Con- 
duct a common Model of fair and righteous Behaviour; 
that both our ex Offspring, and that of our Nezgh- 
beurs, might perpetually have a living Leſſon before 
their Eyes, and ſee nothing bd for Imitation. Nor 
can we want Inducements to this exemplary Conduct; 
while any Love of Ourſolves and Families, any Regard 
for the Community, any Feeling of the Mord of Go p, 
and the Powers of the World to come, are allowed to 
carry their due Werghbt. 

As to any Complaints and Objerons, that are ſome- 
times brought againſt either of theſe Societies; whether 
they reſpect the Ejtabliſhment, or the Management of 


them ; 


— * 


them; it is a high Satisfaction, that they are either 
falſe, or unreaſonable : nor perhaps do they always 
proceed from an honeſt Intention. It may be allowed, 
that a Nation cannot be born at once; nor any human 
Scheme, however wiſely contrived, ſtart up at firſt in 
full Perfection: Nature, Reaſon, and Experience di- 
recting to a gradual Proficiency. And accordingly, 
whenever any Method is ſuggeſted for re&:fying, or 
improving any Part of the Management, you not only 
deullingly, but thankfully receive it. But if the Com- 
plaint ariſe againſt the E/fabhment itſelf, againſt 
training up Children in the Way they ſhould go, or the 
promoting of Chrijtian Knowledge ;— I truſt your In- 
tegrity, that you will as cordially and unanimouſly re- 
ject it. 

Ir was St Paul's Reſolution to continue longer at 


1 Cor. xvi. 8. J*pheſus, becauſe a great and eſfoctual Door was opened, 


and there were many Adverſaries. When He had a 
Proſpest of doing much Good, and found effectual 
Succeſs, the Number of Opponents, inſtead of diſcouras- 
ing Him, was the very Reaſon of his Reſolution to 
continue, and render fruztleſs their unrighteous Opf. 
ſitton. And for the fame Reaſon, when we have (© 
fair an Opportunity of promoting the temporal and eter- 
nal Welfare of our poor Brethren, the National Inti 
reft, and Progreſs of the Goſpel; — no public-ſpirited 
Perſon will be terrified by our Adverſaries ; but the 
. Righteous ill hold on his Way, and be that hath li- 
beral Hands will be flronger and ſtronger. 

AFTER 
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AFTER our beſt Care, and moſt faithful Diſ- 
charge of this important Cbarity, it is not improbable 
but ſome Objects of it may eventually fail, and not 
anſwer the Purpoſes of ſuch a good In/titution : this 
preſent World being not a State either of Certainty, or 
Perfection. Nor can any Man, or Society of Men, 
think of converting all Mankind to Chriſtianity : the 
Scriptures affording ſufficient Evidence, that the 77 
and final Calling of Few and Gentile, and univerſal 
Eftabhiſhment of our Lord's Kingdom of Righteouſneſs 
and Happineſs, ſhall be effected by ſome extraordinary 
and ſupernatural ws a in deſpite of every Ine 
diment. 

In the mean Time, as it is a Part of our daily 
Prayer, that his Kingdom may come; ſo is it a Teſt of 
our Fidelity, to prepare the Way of the Lord; to make 
it our fincere Endeavour to be mending the World, 
and by all Means to ſave ſome. And if only a /ingle 
Object, but One of theſe Little Ones, be reſcued from 
Perdition, and made a Child of a happy Immortality ;-—- 
it is Compenſation enough, and worth the whole Labour 
and Expence that hath been ever contributed. And 
yet we may humbly and reaſonably hope, our Bene- 
factions will ſucceed in a much more extenſiue Mea- 
ſure; that Thouſands and Ten Thouſands will enjoy the 
good Effects, ſo as to be enrolled among the Bleſſed. 

AND may the Father of Mercies ſo crown our En- 
deavours, that both Rich and Poor may meet together 
in his Kingdom of Glory; that when a burning Word 

D ſhall 
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ſhall have mingled our Fortunes in one common 
Maſs, and all earthly Diſtinctians be wiped away; 
thoſe that turn many, and thoſe that are turned 


unto - Righteouſneſs, may ſhine as the Stars for ever 
and ever. 


FINIS. 


